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Good day Lions of District 31-I, 

Today we are preparing ourselves to lead more effectively and grow stronger as a club
and as a district. 
This year our focus is clear; Membership Growth, Meaningful Services, and Strong
Leadership, and today is where that work begins. 

It is about stepping into responsibility, it is about service that truly reaches people and
changes lives, which turns into membership. That is who we are, and that is exactly 
why these goals matter. 

The goals for District 31-I are as follows: 
These are not separate goals they work together, and it is how we can help to move the
district forward. 

1. Membership – Each Club is asked to sponsor three(3) new members. If we 
want to grow membership, we have to build clubs that people want to be a part
of. 

2. Service – Each club is asked to report their services in the Lions Portal, we want
to bring our reporting up to 100% - If we want stronger service, we need Lions
who are willing to step up and help with the service reporting. 
3. Leadership – Each club is asked to promote their membership by mentoring 

our new Lions through encouragement. If we want to develop strong leaders,
we have to give them the tools by training them, everything else including
growth and service will follow. Strong leaders build stronger clubs, stronger
clubs attract and retain members, and growing clubs serve more people in
more meaningful ways. 

What District 31-I needs now, what your Club needs now, are active, engage lions,
people who are willing to step up, take the initiative and make things happen. 

Stronger Together, One Team, Shared Success 

“I want my whole team to succeed, not just me, all of us.” 
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Yours in Lionism, 

Lion Sandy Fraser-Thomas
District Governor 
District 31-I 
2026-2027 
Salisbury LC
980-892-2439 

 District Web Site: 
https://nclions31i.org 

 

So, here is my challenge to District 31-I Lions and Leos: 

a. Make a decision on how you will help your club grow.
b. Decide on ways to strengthen your club services. 
c. Take a bold step towards leadership. 

 Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/District31I.NCLions 

The question is whether we are willing to act, not someday, not when we feel ready, 
but now. Every single one of us has the ability to strengthen our clubs, whether that is
helping it to grow, improve how we serve or stepping into leadership. 

Stronger Together, One Team, Shared Success 

“I want my whole team to succeed, not just me, all of us.” 
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Thank you Lions

When you get this newsletter, I will be a past District Governor.
I would like to thank each club and each Lion in District 31I for

your support this year.
We have accomplished a lot. We led the State with our Brighter
Visions giving. We will be close to a plus membership. You gave

more for Camp Dogwood with the ticket sales. You also gave more
for LCIF than last year.

We lost two clubs, Derita and Elkin, but we gained a new club in
Wallburg.

I want to thank my Governor team. Governor elect Sandy has done
a great job. Please support her this coming year. Thanks also to

1
st VD elect Chris for the job he did as District Brighter Visions Chair,
$163,000 at the time I wrote this. Thank you for your hard work in

making District 31 I one of the best in the state.

Thank you again
PDG Steve Cline

PDG -	Steve	Cline



1st Vice	District	Governor—Chris	Beck

HELLO fellow Lions!!

It's hard to believe we've ended this Lion's year! I know you're reading this
in our new Lion's year under DG SANDY, but let's look back & remember
what we accomplished under DG Steve Cline. We were able to help
contribute to Tiny Homes to be placed in the mountains in areas that were
hit by Hurricane Helene, that were affected, Lions went up in the
mountains to cook & serve meals to those as well as provide needed
supplies. We also set records in Brighter Visions contributions with monies
collected from our district & sent in! For the first time in a long time, every
Club was credited with a BV contribution in our district! We also added the
Wallburg Lions Club to our district with lots of help from PDG David Smoot,
PDG Kathy Poirier & PDG Mike Edwads, with DG Steve helping to get this
Club across the finish line! And what a time we had at our district
convention, with an increase in Lions attending this event! With our Fun
Night & Jeporady, the money we raised from our Tail-Twisters Auction, our
BV Boutique & Zone Basket Raffle, our great seminars & our DG Banquet
with our visiting ID speaking & giving a great speech, it was a great
success! DG Steve Cline, you've had a great year! I was proud & honored to
be part of your leadership team! THANKS for ALL you did for Lionism, Lion
Steve Cline! CONGRATULATIONS!

Yours In Lionism,
1st VDG Chris Beck



2nd Vice	Governor	-	Eddie	Garmon

Hello, let me introduce myself. I am your new Second Vice District Governor
Eddie Garmon. I have been a member of the Mount Pleasant Lions Club for 30
years.

Becoming the second vice district governor was not an enjoyable experience for
me. Writing my letter of intent and my bio are not my favorite things to do.
However, it forced me to think about my years of service in the Lions Club. I
remember shortly after joining I asked the
Late PDG Gene Hough what I needed to do to become the Lion of the Year and he
told me “Everything”. In some ways that is true. I helped with our clubs
Brunswick Stew, Fiddlers Convention, our town’s flag display and our football
concessions stand. I love to volunteer because it gives me something to do. At
one point, I worked almost every Saturday in the fall
for 15 hours in our football concessions stand. After doing this for a few years, I
was burnt out and needed a break. I stopped doing as much in the club because it
felt like I was not getting support from my other club members. Then one day
someone told me they needed my help
to sell brooms at the local convenience store. I was excited to hear and it
changed my attitude.

Now I am about to start another chapter in my Lions Club journey. I am very
excited, and somewhat apprehensive, about the upcoming year. I know it will be
an opportunity to meet and get to know other amazing Lions in our district but,
on the other hand, I know it will take some extra time dedicated to the Lions on
my part. I have already been reprimanded by the
higher ups for not showing up for our district officers training in May. However, I
know this is a great organization and it will be an honor for me to serve the
members of District 31I as your
second vice district governor. 

Thank You! Eddie
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SERVING THROUGH GIVING
Why Every Club in District 31-I Should Support LCIF

One of the greatest strengths of the Lions Club family is our shared commitment to
service. Every Lions Club works hard in its community - conducting vision
screening, supporting food drives, and helping schools. But there are times when
the needs are bigger than any single club or even a district. That is when our Lions
Foundation becomes important making it affordable to multiply the impact of our
service.

When hurricanes strike, LCIF disaster relief grants help Lions provide immediate
assistance and long-term recovery support. Grants also help us to provide vision
screening equipment or access to eye care. Simply put LCIF allows Lions to think
bigger.

For our district, supporting LCIF is more than just making a donation- it is an
investment in the future of Lions service. Every dollar contributed by a Lion helps
fund life-changing projects across the world and here at home.
In fact, many districts have benefited directly from LCIF grants that support
community initiatives, disaster recovery, and humanitarian programs.

As your District 31-I Coordinator, I encourage every club to consider how they can
participate in this important mission. Participation can take many forms:

a.Making a club donation to LCIF
b.Encouraging members to become individual donors.
c.Recognizing contributions through Melvin Jones Fellowship.
d.Hosting a club fundraiser dedicated to LCIF.
e.Setting a club giving goal for the year.

Whatmatter most is that every club participates at some level.

Lions Clubs International
District 31-I

Sandy Fraser-Thomas
District Governor 2026-2027

Stronger Together, One Team, Shared Success

“I want my whole team to succeed, not just me, all of us.”
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Site:

Simon Thomas
District 31-I
LCIF Coordinator
2026-2027
Salisbury LC
347-752-8827

 District Web 

Thank you for everything you do as Lions, and thanks for supporting LCIF.

I challenge every club in District 31-I to take part in supporting LCIF this year.
Whether your club contributes a small amount or sponsor a Melvin Jones
Fellowship, or individual members make a personal donation, every act of
generosity strengthens our ability to serve.

Together, we can ensure that Lions continue to lead the way in humanitarian
service – locally, nationally and around the world.

 Follow us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/District31I.NCLions

Stronger Together, One Team, Shared Success

“I want my whole team to succeed, not just me, all of us.”
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 District Global Leadership Team Coordinator – Kathy Poirier 

Welcome Lions of District 31-I to our 2026-2027 Lions year. On behalf of our District, 
we would like to thank PCC/GLT Tim Williams for the outstanding job he has done 
over the past several years as our Global Leadership Team Coordinator. As the 
incoming GLT, I have very big shoes to fill. I will do my best to serve all of you. 

Another Lions year gives all of us continuing opportunities to keep learning and 
growing on our journey as Lions. From the newest Lion to one who has served for 

many years, there is always something new to learn. Everyone who has an account in 

the Lion Portal has access to the Lions Learning Center. In the Learning Center you will 
find numerous courses in the Content Library. Another learning option is on the Lions 

University website (https://lionsuniversity.org/). Here you can take courses just because 
you want to learn or there are learning paths to earn certificates (Not Degrees) at the 

Bachelor, Master and/or Doctorate level. The world is open to you to learn as much or 
as little as you want as a Lion. 

We had successful in-person and Zoom training sessions this year under the leadership 
of PCC/GLT Tim Williams. There were six in-person training sessions and six Zoom 

sessions. The topics covered were Presidents/Vice Presidents, Secretaries/Treasurers, 

Membership Chairs, Tail Twisters, New Members and Zone Chairs. A grand total of 180 
Lions attended the training. In some cases, there were Lions who attended both in-

person and Zoom trainings, so they were counted for every session they attended. 
According to PCC/GLT Tim, participation was up compared to last year, mainly due to 

an increased number of people attending the Zoom sessions. 

Besides having our annual officer/new member training sessions in the Spring, we will 
be offering Certified Guiding Lion training again this Lions year. Stay tuned for details 

about this important training and when it will be held. 

Lion Kathy Poirier 

CC/GLT District 31-I 

https://lionsuniversity.org/
https://lionsuniversity.org/
https://lionsuniversity.org/


Club News
Boone Area

Boone Area Lion Teresa Greer, also a member of the High Country VIP Support Group,
worked with Shirley Smith & Wayne Powell (volunteer drivers) organizing a 4 day trip to the
Outer Banks where they were able to climb the 234 steps of the Currituck Beach lighthouse

and see the Corolla Wild Horses.

 
Boone Area Lions were honored to have PDG Bill Mathers to install our 2026-2027 officers

and directors.



Club News
Charlotte Southern

Our club sold brooms and lottery tickets to raise funds for Camp Dogwood and Brighter
Visions at the “Arts in the Park Festival” in Pineville on Saturday, May 21st. We also

increased awareness of our club and how we serve the community.

Our members volunteered at the VIP
(Visually Impaired Persons) Spring Fling

on May 30th. The event gave attendees
opportunities to enjoy games and
activities and connect with vision

resources in the community.



Club News
Concord

Have a Story?
The newsletter editor has a new email address.
Please send your story with pictures attached to

lions31inewsletter@gmail.com, by the 20  of each month.th

Installation of Officers 2026-27 by Gov.-Elect
Sandy Frazier-Thomas Broom Sales at the Farmers’ Market

Food Drive for Cooperative Christian Ministries 465 pounds plus $164 in donations!



Club News
North Davidson

NORTH DAVIDSON LIONS CLUB
Lexington, North Carolina

Lions Making a Difference for the Next Generation

What We’ve Been Doing…

Spot Camera Event was held on April 18, 2026, at Arcadia Fire Dept. In addition,
Lion Claudia Woodruff goes to facilities where we’ve held previous events to do a
one-on-one screening of a child showing signs of vision problems. We appalled Lion
Claudia’s dedication to our vision screening program.
On May 19, 2026, President Joe Craver presented the Bruce & Betty Hayes
Scholarship to Willa Ambrositia from North Davidson High School. Willa was a
member of the Leos Club during all her high school years. We wish her well as she
begins the next phase of her education in attending Wake Forest University.
Our first Red Cross Blood Drive of the year was held on May 19, 2026. We way
exceeded our goal by collecting 52 pints of blood! Lions Joe Craver and Donna
Long work tirelessly to register donors in advance, set up our facility and enter
donation data in the Red Cross system. Way to go Joe & Linda!
June 5, 2026, we teed up for our annual Golf Tournament fund raiser. 92 individuals
and businesses graciously purchased Hole Sponsorships. We had 21 teams
participate! Even though the temperature was in the 90’s, everyone said they had a
great time. The event started out with hot dogs & all the trimmings AND homemade
cookies (Thanks Lion Frances Davis! She made 16 dozen by herself!!! In connection
to this event, 3 anonymous donors gave us $2600 to be used toward the purchase
of a second Spot Camera. This kind of success makes all the work worth it! 
Everyone was so busy, we forgot to take pictures at these events. We will definitely
attempt to do better in the future!



Denton
Frances Christian - Sponsor April Mesimer

Lynn Driskell -  Sponsor April Mesimer
Mikal Aaron Ward - Sponsor Jack Briggs

Fair Grove 
Stephen Taylor - Sponsor Robert Taylor

Mint Hill
Amy Tapia - Sponsor John Robinson

Thomasville
Dedra Allen - Sponsor Michael Floyd
Diane Floyd -  Sponsor Michael Floyd
Paul Mitchell - Sponsor David Smoot

Jessica Nance - Sponsor Michael Floyd

West Iredell
India Lackey - Sponsor Christie Kestler

Winston Salem	Twin	City	Host
Valerie Westmoreland - Sponsor Holly Ellis

Member News

Welcome New	Members

In Memoriam	Of	Lions	No	Longer	Able	to	Serve:

We are	sorry	for	your	loss!

William Hamlin - Dobson
Robert Dalton - Kernersville
Betty McAdoo - Kernersville

Charles Poteat - Winston Salem Konnoak Hills
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July 1 , 2026st

Dear Club President and Secretary,

 RE: CLUB POINTS CONTEST:

We hope this message reaches you and your family in the best of health!

This new Lionistic year we are including a club contest based on service reporting
on the Lions Portal. It requires that you submit a list of your service activities to the
District Club Contest Chair Lisa Cleaver, email: lisaccleaver@gmail.com or Co-
Chair Sharon Snellings, email: scsnellings@gmail.com. 

This program is designed to encourage clubs to be actively involved in reaching 
our District goals for reporting service hours. Points will be assigned based on your
monthly or quarterly submissions. Your club points must align with the Lions Portal
service information. The contest starts July 1 , 2026, thru June 30  , 2027.st th

A copy of the contest rules is attached to this letter.

At the end of the Lionistic year, the club points will be tallied, and the top two clubs
will be rewarded. As District Governor, I will be emphasizing my theme of
approaching our projects and service activities with an attitude of “Think Service-
Think Positive” for 2026-2027.

Thank you for your participation and I look forward to recognizing the wonderful
service activities in our District.

Sandy
Lion Sandy Fraser-Thomas 
District Governor 
2026-2027
District 31-I
980-892-2439

Stronger Together, One Team, Shared Success

“I want my whole team to succeed, not just me, all of us.”

Lions Clubs International
District 31-I

Sandy Fraser-Thomas
District Governor 2026-2027

https://nclions31i.org 
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CLUB POINTS	CONTEST:

Please click here to see the
full list	of	points

DISTRICT GOVERNORS’
VISIT FOR THE MONTH

OF JULY

TAYLORSVILLE LC – MONDAY
JULY 13TH 

NORTH WILKESBORO LC –
THURSDAY JULY 16TH 

CRESTON RIVERVIEW LC –
THURSDAY JULY 16TH 

SPARTA LC – MONDAY JULY
20TH 

WEST JEFFERSON LC –
TUESDAY JULY 21ST 

MOUNT AIRY LC – WEDNESDAY
JULY 22ND 

THOMASVILLE LC – THURSDAY
JULY 23RD 

CHARLOTTE CENTRAL – FRIDAY
JULY 24TH 

MINT HILL – TUESDAY JULY
28TH 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1TY8xts0NreSNrGwwC6yviIGf9ipx1-Eu/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100686722500551171032&rtpof=true&sd=true


Taco



mailto:ElizabethRSteele@gmail.com






Wow, we are starting a new Lions year and a new campaign to raise
funds for Brighter Visions! Last year we surpassed our goal to raise
$150,000 dollars and this year’s goal is $140,000 dollars. I know
with everyone’s support we will surpass this year’s goal also.
Remember, our goal is to enrich the lives of our Lions VIP’s
through our Brighter Visions fund and the money raised will go to
support Camp Dogwood, clinical eye research, the VIP Fishing
Tournament, educational grants, Kidsight, matching grants and
mobility canes.  

If you would like to schedule me for a visit to your club, you can
contact me at (704) 691-5364 or my email is e.garmon@live.com. I
look forward to seeing everyone this year!

mailto:e.garmon@live.com
mailto:e.garmon@live.com


Important Dates

The 1st Cabinet Meeting will be held on Saturday, July 18th,
2026, from 9:00 am, at the Fairgrove Lions Club.

The Brighter Vision Kickoff will be held on Saturday, August 1st,
2026, from 9:00 am at the Winston-Salem Konnoak Lions Club.

The 2nd Cabinet Meeting will be held on Saturday, October 17th,
2026, from 9:00 am in Cleveland.



LIONS SERVICES	NEEDS
North Charlotte Lions Club is requesting help in fundraising for a need at Lions Services Inc.

in Charlotte. An ice maker used by those at Lions Services must be replaced due to its age at a
cost of $5000. The ice machine is used in the breakroom, and everyone has access to it.

The club would greatly appreciate donations towards the project from other Lions Clubs and
individuals. Checks can be sent to Lions Services Inc., PO Box 561987, Charlotte, NC 28256.

Be sure and mark "For Ice Maker".

North Charlotte Lions Club is a unique part of District 31-I. The club members are visually
impaired or blind and are employees of Lions Services which has a vision to create a world

where blind and visually impaired individuals can feel empowered through meaningful
employment while building a strong community together. Having a Lions Club in the facility is
a great opportunity for empowerment. The club helps members and others who work at Lions

Services with needs.

Lions Services is a manufacturing facility that creates an accessible work place that has a
mission of helping the blind help themselves since 1935. The organization was created by the
Lions Clubs of Mecklenburg County and has its own board of directors which includes Lions

and other community leaders.

DISTRICT 31-I	SIGHT	&	HEARING	CONSERVATION	COMMITTEE
Can you hear me now? We’ve all heard about hearing conservation needed within the

workplace for auto mechanics, construction workers, etc. But what about everyday life
such as attending concerts, sporting events, riding lawnmowers, using power tools, etc.?
Following are some tips that might help with hearing conservation: lower the volume on
audio equipment, wear hearing protection earmuffs or earplugs, each hour or so, take 10
minute breaks from loud noises, use smart phone apps to measure noise levels, keep your

ears dry to avoid infections, and have your hearing checked. Also, the NC Lions Mobile
Screening Unit (MSU) offers hearing screenings, and your local Sams Club offers free

hearing tests.

Lion Betsy Anderson, Chair
Dist. 31-I Sight & Hearing Conservation Committee
Cell: 828-265-7440
Global Service Team Chair



For More Information on local
foundations and camp Dogwood,
please click	on	the	links	below.

https://nclf.org/

 https://nclionscampdogwood.org/

https://dogwoodlakenorman.org/

https://nclf.org/
https://nclionscampdogwood.org/
https://dogwoodlakenorman.org/


The July Issue of the District Newsletter includes lots of information about upcoming
events. Here you will find the information on the current efforts and plans for growth and
service. 

Please feel free to continue to submit your announcements and articles for future editions.
All submissions need to be submitted to the editor with a DEADLINE of the 20th of each
month. 

All articles, announcements, etc. for inclusion in the District 31-I Newsletter should be
sent to:
Lion Jennifer Merry
lions31inewsletter@gmail.com

Please send all submissions as a Word Document and pictures in a separate .jpg file by the
20th of the month. Provide any links to registration forms for easier printing.

Email address corrections or additions should be sent to 
Lion Michelle Myers
michgregory358@gmail.com

Yours in Lionism, 
Dr. Jennifer L. Merry, editor
lions31inewsletter@gmail.com

FROM THE	EDITOR


	2026/27 - ISSUE # 1
	LIONS CLUB INTERNATIONAL
	SANDY FRASER-THOMAS DISTRICT GOVERNOR 2026-27
	July 2026

	MARK S. LYON INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT 2026-27

	District 31 - I   News and Happenings
	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	Lions Clubs International District 31-I Sandy Fraser-Thomas District Governor 2026-2027
	DISTRICT CABINET District Governor
	1st Vice District Governor
	2nd Vice District Governor
	Cabinet Secretary
	Cabinet Treasurer
	Global Extension Team
	Coordinator
	Global Leadership Team
	Coordinator
	Global Membership Team
	Coordinator
	Global Service Team
	Coordinator
	LCIF Coordinator
	Zone Chairpersons
	Information & Technology
	Peace Poster
	Vision Screening Program
	Newsletter Editor

	“I want my whole team to succeed, not just me, all of us.”
	Good day Lions of District 31-I,
	Today we are preparing ourselves to lead more effectively and grow stronger as a club and as a district.  This year our focus is clear; Membership Growth, Meaningful Services, and Strong Leadership, and today is where that work begins.
	It is about stepping into responsibility, it is about service that truly reaches people and changes lives, which turns into membership. That is who we are, and that is exactly  why these goals matter.
	The goals for District 31-I are as follows:  These are not separate goals they work together, and it is how we can help to move the district forward.
	1. Membership – Each Club is asked to sponsor three(3) new members. If we
	want to grow membership, we have to build clubs that people want to be a part of.
	2. Service – Each club is asked to report their services in the Lions Portal, we want to bring our reporting up to 100% - If we want stronger service, we need Lions who are willing to step up and help with the service reporting.
	3. Leadership – Each club is asked to promote their membership by mentoring
	our new Lions through encouragement. If we want to develop strong leaders, we have to give them the tools by training them, everything else including growth and service will follow. Strong leaders build stronger clubs, stronger clubs attract and retain members, and growing clubs serve more people in more meaningful ways.
	What District 31-I needs now, what your Club needs now, are active, engage lions, people who are willing to step up, take the initiative and make things happen.
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	“I want my whole team to succeed, not just me, all of us.”
	The question is whether we are willing to act, not someday, not when we feel ready,  but now. Every single one of us has the ability to strengthen our clubs, whether that is helping it to grow, improve how we serve or stepping into leadership.
	So, here is my challenge to District 31-I Lions and Leos:
	a. Make a decision on how you will help your club grow. b. Decide on ways to strengthen your club services.  c. Take a bold step towards leadership.
	Yours in Lionism,
	Lion Sandy Fraser-Thomas District Governor  District 31-I  2026-2027  Salisbury LC 980-892-2439
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	Thank you Lions
	When you get this newsletter, I will be a past District Governor. I would like to thank each club and each Lion in District 31I for your support this year. We have accomplished a lot. We led the State with our Brighter Visions giving. We will be close to a plus membership. You gave more for Camp Dogwood with the ticket sales. You also gave more for LCIF than last year. We lost two clubs, Derita and Elkin, but we gained a new club in Wallburg. I want to thank my Governor team. Governor elect Sandy has done a great job. Please support her this coming year. Thanks also to 1 st VD elect Chris for the job he did as District Brighter Visions Chair, $163,000 at the time I wrote this. Thank you for your hard work in making District 31 I one of the best in the state.
	Thank you again PDG Steve Cline
	HELLO fellow Lions!!
	It's hard to believe we've ended this Lion's year! I know you're reading this in our new Lion's year under DG SANDY, but let's look back & remember what we accomplished under DG Steve Cline. We were able to help contribute to Tiny Homes to be placed in the mountains in areas that were hit by Hurricane Helene, that were affected, Lions went up in the mountains to cook & serve meals to those as well as provide needed supplies. We also set records in Brighter Visions contributions with monies collected from our district & sent in! For the first time in a long time, every Club was credited with a BV contribution in our district! We also added the Wallburg Lions Club to our district with lots of help from PDG David Smoot, PDG Kathy Poirier & PDG Mike Edwads, with DG Steve helping to get this Club across the finish line! And what a time we had at our district convention, with an increase in Lions attending this event! With our Fun Night & Jeporady, the money we raised from our Tail-Twisters Auction, our BV Boutique & Zone Basket Raffle, our great seminars & our DG Banquet with our visiting ID speaking & giving a great speech, it was a great success! DG Steve Cline, you've had a great year! I was proud & honored to be part of your leadership team! THANKS for ALL you did for Lionism, Lion Steve Cline! CONGRATULATIONS!
	Yours In Lionism, 1st VDG Chris Beck
	Hello, let me introduce myself. I am your new Second Vice District Governor Eddie Garmon. I have been a member of the Mount Pleasant Lions Club for 30 years.
	Becoming the second vice district governor was not an enjoyable experience for me. Writing my letter of intent and my bio are not my favorite things to do. However, it forced me to think about my years of service in the Lions Club. I remember shortly after joining I asked the Late PDG Gene Hough what I needed to do to become the Lion of the Year and he told me “Everything”. In some ways that is true. I helped with our clubs Brunswick Stew, Fiddlers Convention, our town’s flag display and our football concessions stand. I love to volunteer because it gives me something to do. At one point, I worked almost every Saturday in the fall for 15 hours in our football concessions stand. After doing this for a few years, I was burnt out and needed a break. I stopped doing as much in the club because it felt like I was not getting support from my other club members. Then one day someone told me they needed my help to sell brooms at the local convenience store. I was excited to hear and it changed my attitude.
	Now I am about to start another chapter in my Lions Club journey. I am very excited, and somewhat apprehensive, about the upcoming year. I know it will be an opportunity to meet and get to know other amazing Lions in our district but, on the other hand, I know it will take some extra time dedicated to the Lions on my part. I have already been reprimanded by the higher ups for not showing up for our district officers training in May. However, I know this is a great organization and it will be an honor for me to serve the members of District 31I as your second vice district governor.
	Thank You! Eddie
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	“I want my whole team to succeed, not just me, all of us.”
	SERVING THROUGH GIVING
	Why Every Club in District 31-I Should Support LCIF
	One of the greatest strengths of the Lions Club family is our shared commitment to service. Every Lions Club works hard in its community - conducting vision screening, supporting food drives, and helping schools. But there are times when the needs are bigger than any single club or even a district. That is when our Lions Foundation becomes important making it affordable to multiply the impact of our service.
	When hurricanes strike, LCIF disaster relief grants help Lions provide immediate assistance and long-term recovery support. Grants also help us to provide vision screening equipment or access to eye care. Simply put LCIF allows Lions to think bigger.
	For our district, supporting LCIF is more than just making a donation- it is an investment in the future of Lions service. Every dollar contributed by a Lion helps fund life-changing projects across the world and here at home. In fact, many districts have benefited directly from LCIF grants that support community initiatives, disaster recovery, and humanitarian programs.
	As your District 31-I Coordinator, I encourage every club to consider how they can participate in this important mission. Participation can take many forms:
	a.Making a club donation to LCIF b.Encouraging members to become individual donors. c.Recognizing contributions through Melvin Jones Fellowship. d.Hosting a club fundraiser dedicated to LCIF. e.Setting a club giving goal for the year.
	Whatmatter most is that every club participates at some level.
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	“I want my whole team to succeed, not just me, all of us.”
	I challenge every club in District 31-I to take part in supporting LCIF this year. Whether your club contributes a small amount or sponsor a Melvin Jones Fellowship, or individual members make a personal donation, every act of generosity strengthens our ability to serve.
	Together, we can ensure that Lions continue to lead the way in humanitarian service – locally, nationally and around the world.
	Thank you for everything you do as Lions, and thanks for supporting LCIF.
	Simon Thomas District 31-I LCIF Coordinator 2026-2027 Salisbury LC 347-752-8827
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	District Global Leadership Team Coordinator – Kathy Poirier
	Club News
	Boone Area

	Club News
	Charlotte Southern

	Club News
	Concord
	Have a Story? The newsletter editor has a new email address. Please send your story with pictures attached to lions31inewsletter@gmail.com, by the 20th of each month.

	Club News
	North Davidson
	What We’ve Been Doing…


	Member News
	In Memoriam Of Lions No Longer Able to Serve:
	William Hamlin - Dobson Robert Dalton - Kernersville Betty McAdoo - Kernersville Charles Poteat - Winston Salem Konnoak Hills
	We are sorry for your loss!

	Welcome New Members
	Lions Clubs International District 31-I Sandy Fraser-Thomas District Governor 2026-2027
	“I want my whole team to succeed, not just me, all of us.”
	July 1st, 2026 Dear Club President and Secretary,
	RE: CLUB POINTS CONTEST:
	We hope this message reaches you and your family in the best of health!
	This new Lionistic year we are including a club contest based on service reporting on the Lions Portal. It requires that you submit a list of your service activities to the District Club Contest Chair Lisa Cleaver, email: lisaccleaver@gmail.com or Co- Chair Sharon Snellings, email: scsnellings@gmail.com.
	This program is designed to encourage clubs to be actively involved in reaching  our District goals for reporting service hours. Points will be assigned based on your monthly or quarterly submissions. Your club points must align with the Lions Portal service information. The contest starts July 1st, 2026, thru June 30th , 2027. A copy of the contest rules is attached to this letter.
	At the end of the Lionistic year, the club points will be tallied, and the top two clubs will be rewarded. As District Governor, I will be emphasizing my theme of approaching our projects and service activities with an attitude of “Think Service- Think Positive” for 2026-2027.
	Thank you for your participation and I look forward to recognizing the wonderful service activities in our District.
	Sandy Lion Sandy Fraser-Thomas  District Governor  2026-2027 District 31-I 980-892-2439
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	CLUB POINTS CONTEST:
	Please click here to see the full list of points
	DISTRICT GOVERNORS’ VISIT FOR THE MONTH OF JULY


	Taco
	Wow, we are starting a new Lions year and a new campaign to raise funds for Brighter Visions! Last year we surpassed our goal to raise $150,000 dollars and this year’s goal is $140,000 dollars. I know with everyone’s support we will surpass this year’s goal also. Remember, our goal is to enrich the lives of our Lions VIP’s through our Brighter Visions fund and the money raised will go to support Camp Dogwood, clinical eye research, the VIP Fishing Tournament, educational grants, Kidsight, matching grants and mobility canes.
	If you would like to schedule me for a visit to your club, you can contact me at (704) 691-5364 or my email is e.garmon@live.com. I look forward to seeing everyone this year!
	Important Dates
	https://nclf.org/
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