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Greetings District 31-I
I hope you are enjoying the summer with your families. I want to bring a few things
to your attention.

1. Membership: We have been declining in membership, we started this year at
825, we are now at 818 members and at a minus 7. We have added ten (10) new
members, but from July to present we have dropped nineteen (19) members.

2. Service: We are not reporting our services as we should on the Lions Portal.
Please make every effort to report your services as soon as they are completed.

3. I have asked each club to appoint a Service Chair, to help the Secretary with
the service reporting.

4. When you vote to accept a new member, and they have paid their application
fee, please put them on the portal while you wait for the induction.

5. Kindly remember the Club Contest, and I am giving out five patches to five
clubs who have added two or more members by the end of September, this will be
done every three months. Also, the Service patch for any club that enters fifteen
(15) or more service projects or activities in the portal within three months, this too
will be done at the end of every three months.

Thanks everyone for everything that you do

Sandy Fraser-Thomas
District Governor
District 31-I
2026-2027

https://nclions31i.org/
https://nclions31i.org/
https://www.facebook.com/District31I.NCLions
https://www.facebook.com/District31I.NCLions


1st Vice	District	Governor—Chris	Beck

HELLO FELLOW LIONS!! I trust you're well & your Club has gotten off to a fantastic start this Lions
year! I hope your Club has scheduled some of our Committee Chairs to speak at your Club; you'll
be glad you did!

I was thinking about what I could write about in my article this month: our District 31-I
Convention! It will be held in Clemmons, NC, at the Village Inn Hotel & Events Center, Jan. 8-9,
2027. I'd LOVE to see YOU THERE!!

I was thinking about & remembering Lions that I had met at our conventions: PDG Bennie Pugh,
PDG Alan Thompson, PDG Jerry Bates, PDG Ron Staley, to name a few. These Lions have passed
away, but I still think of them often. They became a huge part of my Lions Family because I spent
quality time with them at our conventions, sitting & talking with them about their personal lives &
of course, Lions. I learn so much from these Lions just spending time talking but more importantly,
listening to them. They had so much info about Lions & their experiences thru the years as a Lion
that they shared with me, & I believe, no, I know I'm a better Lion for spending that time with
them! I consider them then & now part of my family! And my LIONS family continues to grow with
Lion Ron Rice & his partner-in-service PDG Juanita Brown from District O, PDG Susan Fernandez, &
I could go on & on! There are Lions on our District like PDG Kathy Poirier & her partner-in -service
PDG Joe, PDG Jimmy Myers & his partner -in-service Lion Michelle, PDG Donald Cobb & his
partner- in-service Lion Gayle, just to name a few. I spent the time getting to know them & talking
to them at our conventions! You may say you wish you had the same kind of Lions family that I've
been talking about, and I'll tell you that can! Share a breakfast with them, spend time with them in
the hospitality room and just watch & see if your Lions family doesn't grow like mine!

 One of my closest Lions family, PDG George Culp passed away a few years ago during our
convention! I was heartbroken because Lion George & I portrayed the Blus Brothers at many state
& district conventions & we had become very good friends! I remember his Celebration of Life
service was held at his church following the end of our district convention that year. I decided I
was going to dress like Jake Blues for his service, the black suit, sunglasses, & a hat like Jake wore.
One of his sons & his wife Lion Dianne said I couldn't have dressed any better to honor my Friend,
PDG George! They both called me Jake & not Chris, when I went through the receiving line, which
brought a BIG SMILE to their face! I was very happy to do that for them to help them get thru that
day!

So, I look forward to seeing you in Clemmons & increasing my Lions Family!!

Yours in Lionism,
Lion Chris Beck
1 VDG District I



2nd Vice	Governor	-	Eddie	Garmon

We had our Brighter Vision Kickoff last month, and it was announced that we
raised over $170,000.00 for Brighter Visions last year!!! I would like to recognize
one club, the Linwood Lions Club, for raising $28,000.00. I did not think it was
even possible for one club to raise that much but they have some very good
service projects and hard-working club members.

Some clubs in our district raise a lot of money for Brighter Visions every year.
What did your club donate to Brighter Visions last year? Do I think every club in
our district should donate to Brighter Visions??? YES, I DO!!! Are you really a
Lions Club if you do not support the many causes Lions support???

I would also like to recognize one individual. Second Vice District Governor Chris
Beck donated $100.00 at the kickoff. Would you make an individual donation of
$100.00 to Brighter Visions??? If everyone in our district gave $100.00, we would
receive over $70,000.00 just in individual donations. You probably give
companies thousands of dollars every year just for your entertainment. Heck,
you probably give some company over $1000.00 just to watch television in your
home??? So, why would you not give $100.00 to Brighter Visions???

Thank You! Eddie



mailto:lionkathypoirier@gmail.com


In a previous newsletter article, we mentioned that this Fall the District’s Global Action
Team would be hosting three Zoom training sessions. Some clubs have indicated that
they would like to strive for the 2026-2027 Lions International’s Club Excellence Award.
According to one of the criteria to achieve the award, it states:

� Club officers (President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer) to attend instructor-led club
officer training (in person or virtual), organized and reported in Learn by GLT coordinator,
between March 1, 2026 – October 31, 2026.

After discussion with District Governor Sandy Fraser-Thomas, since not all club officers
attended the previous trainings (in-person or by Zoom), our District will be offering two
more Zoom training sessions, one for Club Presidents/Vice Presidents and the other for
Club Secretaries/Treasurers. The purpose is to provide one more opportunity for the
District’s club officers to attend a training session. All club officer training for 2026-
2027 must be completed and reported by October 31, 2026.

Here is the training schedule:
Thursday, October 1, 2026, at 7:00 PM
Friday, October 2, 2026, at 7:00 PM

Please see the flyer in this month’s newsletter. To receive the Zoom link, please notify
Global Leadership Team Coordinator, PDG Kathy Poirier, by email at
lionkathypoirier@gmail.com. Whether your club plans to work towards the Club
Excellence Award or not, it’s important to attend the training. If you have any
questions, please contact PDG Kathy Poirier (203-645-1040).
Lion Kathy Poirier
CC/GLT District 31-I

District Global Leadership Team Coordinator –
Kathy Poirier 

Rooted in Service



International President Mark Lyon has proposed three weeks of service this year. The
three Focus Weeks are 1) Vision Week-October 8-18, 2026, 2) Youth Week-February 13-
21, 2027, and 3) Environment Week-May 29-June 6, 2027. All clubs are encouraged to
participate in some way during each of these weeks. If you’re unable to have an activity in the
proposed weeks, do something when you are able during the year. Information will be
forthcoming as we receive more information from Lions
International.

Our focus as Lions is to provide humanitarian service to the people in our communities. Once
you’ve done service projects in your community, it’s important that your activities are reported
on the Lion Portal. One of our goals this year is to increase the number of clubs reporting
service activities. This past Lions year, 44% of our clubs reported (18 of the 42 Clubs). From
July 1, 2025, through August 20, 2026, 30 clubs of the 42 have reported service. Our goal this
year is to attain 75% district-wide reporting, which would be a 50% increase. To date this is
71% of our clubs’ reporting service with 12 clubs needing to report on their service.

Reporting is how you share your story about what your club has accomplished, and it helps
Lions International share statistics with other foundations when looking for funding. Reporting
your service activities could spark an interest in other clubs to do something similar as well.

Training is available for club secretaries and/or club service chairpersons who need
assistance in getting started on reporting. Assistance can be done in person, by phone
or by Zoom. Please feel free to reach out to me for assistance (email:
pdgjoe23a@sbcglobal.net or phone: 203-687-8781) or PDG Theresa Matthews
(email:mkmsales@mindspring.com or phone: 336-906-2510) who is also available to
help. In addition, training on the Lion Portal will be available at our District Convention
in January.

Joe Poirier
PCC/GST District 31-I

District Global Service Team Coordinator-Joe
Poirier

Rooted in Service



Club News
Boone Area

District Governor Sandy Fraser-Thomas held
a wonderful installation at Boone Area Lions
Club meeting for Wayne Powell, our newest
member. As his sponsor, Lion Teresa Greer

was presented with a sponsor
pin.

District Governor Sandy Fraser-
Thomas surprised Lion Betsy

Anderson by presenting her with
the

International President’s Pin as
acknowledgement of her service

to Lions.

District Governor Sandy Fraser-Thomas
surprised several Boone Area Lions Club

members by presenting them with
Milestone Chevron Awards: Lion Jerry

Traudt, president, for 10 years; Lion Betsy
Anderson, secretary, for 10 years, and Lion

Dr. Pat Knight, tail twister, for 15 years.



Club News
Charlotte Southern

Our club sponsored the Blind Soccer Expo- on Saturday, July 18th. This one-of-a-kind event
was designed for everyone, sighted or blind/low vision, to experience blind soccer. We also

conducted a fundraiser selling raffle tickets and brooms at the event.

Our members attended our Zone 7 meeting on Thursday, July 23rd at Lions Services in
Charlotte.



Club News
Cabarrus Lions

Concord and Mount
Pleasant

The Clubs from Zone 6 delivered much needed
bottled waters to the 45 school of Cabarrus and

Kannapolis School Systems. These will be
available to the school nurses in their efforts to

serve the students of their schools. 

Pictured are Robyn and Terry Cauble delivering to
the nurse at Rocky River Elementary. 

Mount Pleasant
News from Mt. Pleasant Lions - New Lions’ Year – New Opportunities to Serve

The Mt. Pleasant Lions Club started the new Lions’ Year by displaying
approximately 300 American Flags in and around the Mt. Pleasant Community.

Pictured is Dawson, a future Lion/leader in our club as he helps his
grandparents on their flag route - and he is always ready to help with a broom
sale. Dawson enjoys attending meetings with his grandparents, VP Duane and

Lion Angela, and he just doesn’t sit idly during meetings – he loves to share
suggestions, opinions and enthusiasm. This is the future of our club and all

clubs – engage the young people, listen to their ideas and encourage them to
join in service projects. Mt. Pleasant is honored to currently have 3 Leos that
have chosen to become Lions in our club. Congratulations to the Lions listed

below who were recognized during our August 13 meeting: Lion Duane Miller
– 2025-2026 Lion of the Year; Lion Brent Plott – Melvin Jones Fellowship;

Lions Richard Bost and Richard Barrier – Sid L Scruggs Beacon of Hope
awards; Lions Richard Bost and Eddie Garmon with NCLF Ambassador awards.
In other club news, members participated in a community Rise Against Hunger

meal
packing event, helped Concord Lions with a youth vision screening and joined
in a Zone Project to package and deliver bottled water to area schools. We are
currently collecting school supplies for the three Mt. Pleasant schools and are

gearing up for our Youth Football League. We look forward to another great
year in Lionism.



Club News
Davis-Townsend

Davis-Townsend Lions Club celebrated the Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of its April 6, 1956 charter date at the den on
August 3, 2026. We were privileged to have as our guests Zone Chair Lion Debbie Williams, who presented an

entertaining and inspirational program, and her spouse, PCC Tim Williams, who inducted our officers for 2026-27.
In addition to the club members and their spouses and parents, we were honored to have CC Kathy and PCC Joe

Poirier, DG Sandy Fraser-Thomas and her daughter, 1VDG Chris Beck, IPDG Steve Cline, PCC Terry and Lion Robyn
Cauble, PDG Jimmy Myers, PDG Theresa Matthews, and Camp Dogwood Chair Theresa Munyon to celebrate with us.  

Note: at the head table: PCC Tim and Lion Debbie
Williams and Club President, PDG Butch Conrad

IPDG Steve presented a 50-year service pin to Lion Dean
Chapman and recognized Lion Donald Hedrick, who is the

club's only other 50-year member. 



Club News

North Wilkesboro

North Wilkesboro Lions Club delivering glasses to
Camp Dogwood 
Lion Robin Frye

Lion Sam Morrison

Linwood

Left: Linwood Lions
volunteered at Jake's Day,

Davidson County.

Right: 112 auto racing
memorability shirts,

provided by Lion Gene
Fritts, were donated

to Open Hands Ministry of
Lexington.

Pictured are some of the
people who

received shirts.



Club News

DG Sandy has been busy
with her club visits and

installing members along
the way. Congratulations to
Sparta, Boone and Winston

Salem Konnoak Hills LC,
you are on your way of
gaining a membership

patch. 

DG Club	Visits



Club News
DG Club	Visits

DG Sandy	is	everywhere

 DG Sandy
spreading
Christmas
greetings

during her club
visits. 



North Charlotte

Yalonda M. Wright Sponsored by Darrell Bidgood

 West Iredell

Phyllis Bullins Sponsored by Christie Kestler

Member News

Welcome New	Members

In Memoriam	Of	Lions	No	Longer	Able	to	Serve:

We are	sorry	for	your	loss!

 Richard S. Darlington, Jr – Charlotte Central
Robert T. Hicks – Kernersville

Have a	Story?
The newsletter editor has

a new	email	address.
Please send your story

with pictures attached to
lions31inewsletter@gmail
.com, by the 20  of each

month.

th

The winners	for	the	Christmas	in	July	are:
Linwood, Rockwell, West Iredell, North Charlotte and

Hickory Grove.

The August	winners	are	Linwood	and	Mooresville.

Christmas in	September	starts	September	1st.

Thanks to	everyone	who	participated.



District Governor Club Visits 
September

Rockwell
September 1st

6:30pm

North Davidson
September 8th

6:30pm

Pinnacle
September 10th

7:00pm

Lake Norman
September 15th

7:00pm

West Lexington
September 28th

6:30pm

Mocksville
September 17th

6:00pm

Charlotte
Southern

September 14th
6:00pm

South Iredell
September 22nd

6:00pm

Hickory Grove
September 21st

6:00pm

Bethelem
September 24th

6:30pm
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July 1 , 2026st

Dear Club President and Secretary,

 RE: CLUB POINTS CONTEST:

We hope this message reaches you and your family in the best of health!

This new Lionistic year we are including a club contest based on service reporting
on the Lions Portal. It requires that you submit a list of your service activities to the
District Club Contest Chair Lisa Cleaver, email: lisaccleaver@gmail.com or Co-
Chair Sharon Snellings, email: scsnellings@gmail.com. 

This program is designed to encourage clubs to be actively involved in reaching 
our District goals for reporting service hours. Points will be assigned based on your
monthly or quarterly submissions. Your club points must align with the Lions Portal
service information. The contest starts July 1 , 2026, thru June 30  , 2027.st th

A copy of the contest rules is attached to this letter.

At the end of the Lionistic year, the club points will be tallied, and the top two clubs
will be rewarded. As District Governor, I will be emphasizing my theme of
approaching our projects and service activities with an attitude of “Think Service-
Think Positive” for 2026-2027.

Thank you for your participation and I look forward to recognizing the wonderful
service activities in our District.

Sandy
Lion Sandy Fraser-Thomas 
District Governor 
2026-2027
District 31-I
980-892-2439

Stronger Together, One Team, Shared Success

“I want my whole team to succeed, not just me, all of us.”

Lions Clubs International
District 31-I

Sandy Fraser-Thomas
District Governor 2026-2027

https://nclions31i.org 

https://www.facebook.com/District31I.NCLions
mailto:lisaccleaver@gmail.com
mailto:scsnellings@gmail.com
mailto:lisaccleaver@gmail.com
mailto:scsnellings@gmail.com
mailto:scsnellings@gmail.com
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CLUB POINTS	CONTEST:

Please click here to see the
full list	of	points

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1TY8xts0NreSNrGwwC6yviIGf9ipx1-Eu/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100686722500551171032&rtpof=true&sd=true


Taco



mailto:ElizabethRSteele@gmail.com




Last month we had our District 31I Brighter Visions Kickoff, and
the district really started our fundraising campaign strongly by
raising $56,301.00. We are now over one-third of the way
to our goal of $140,000.00. 

There are so many hard-working clubs in our district that do so
much for Brighter Visions. 

Let’s not stop at $140,000.00; let’s raise more. Remember, the
more we raise, the more we can do for our vision-impaired
community.



mailto:ecook0821@yahoo.com
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The goal is to educate athletes, parents, coaches and spectators about the risks of eye
injuries in sports. This is the month to emphasize prevention, encourage early diagnosis,
and educate about proper treatment that may help reduce long-term vision damage. Did
you know that in the U.S,, approximately30,000 sports-related injuries are treated yearly
in the ER? It’s been said that possibly 90% could be prevented. 

The following are some high risk sports: Basketball, baseball, racquetball, tennis,
paintball, hockey, skiing, snowboarding, and yes, cycling. Often, UV exposure and debris
can be problematic.

As Lions, we can do our part to educate athletes, children, and spectators about eye safety
by

promoting the purchase of protective eyewear and participating in information
fairs/programs to raise awareness about sports eye safety.

Sight & Hearing Conservation Committee 
SEPTEMBER is Sports Eye Safety Month. 



mailto:bledsoe3@earthlink.net,




Important Dates	and	Announcements

District 31-I 2nd Cabinet Meeting on October 24th at the Lions Services, 4600
North Tryon Street, Charlotte. All Lions are encouraged to attend. 

Registration with meal plans is on the form below 

District Governor Sandy has Anniversary Chevrons for many clubs for their
members' years of service. If she does not get to present them during her club

visits, please attend the 2nd Cabinet meeting so they can be presented. 

DISTRICT 31-I	SIGHT	&	HEARING	CONSERVATION	COMMITTEE
Can you hear me now? We’ve all heard about hearing conservation needed within the

workplace for auto mechanics, construction workers, etc. But what about everyday life
such as attending concerts, sporting events, riding lawnmowers, using power tools, etc.?
Following are some tips that might help with hearing conservation: lower the volume on
audio equipment, wear hearing protection earmuffs or earplugs, each hour or so, take 10
minute breaks from loud noises, use smart phone apps to measure noise levels, keep your

ears dry to avoid infections, and have your hearing checked. Also, the NC Lions Mobile
Screening Unit (MSU) offers hearing screenings, and your local Sams Club offers free

hearing tests.

Lion Betsy Anderson, Chair
Dist. 31-I Sight & Hearing Conservation Committee
Cell: 828-265-7440
Global Service Team Chair











https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HVicpq0slQzTobHmlJHC3CVBvOxmitQS/view?usp=sharing


For More Information on local
foundations and camp Dogwood,
please click	on	the	links	below.

https://nclf.org/

 https://nclionscampdogwood.org/

https://dogwoodlakenorman.org/

https://nclf.org/
https://nclionscampdogwood.org/
https://dogwoodlakenorman.org/


The September Issue of the District Newsletter includes lots of information about
upcoming events. Here you will find information on the current efforts and plans for
growth and service. 

Please feel free to continue to submit your announcements and articles for future editions.
All submissions need to be submitted to the editor with a DEADLINE of the 20th of each
month. 

All articles, announcements, etc. for inclusion in the District 31-I Newsletter should be
sent to:
Lion Jennifer Merry
lions31inewsletter@gmail.com

Please send all submissions as a Word Document and pictures in a separate .jpg file by the
20th of the month. Provide any links to registration forms for easier printing.

Email address corrections or additions should be sent to 
Lion Michelle Myers
michgregory358@gmail.com

Yours in Lionism, 
Dr. Jennifer L. Merry, editor
lions31inewsletter@gmail.com

FROM THE	EDITOR

DIRECTOR CORRECTIONS
Jeff Smith - Concord 

716-969-5603 smithincarolina@gmail.com
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	Rooted in Service
	District Global Service Team Coordinator-Joe Poirier
	Rooted in Service
	Club News
	Boone Area

	Club News
	Charlotte Southern

	Club News
	Cabarrus Lions
	Concord and Mount Pleasant
	Mount Pleasant

	Club News
	Davis-Townsend

	Club News
	Linwood
	North Wilkesboro

	Club News
	DG Sandy has been busy with her club visits and installing members along the way. Congratulations to Sparta, Boone and Winston Salem Konnoak Hills LC, you are on your way of gaining a membership patch.

	Club News
	DG Club Visits
	DG Sandy is everywhere

	Member News
	In Memoriam Of Lions No Longer Able to Serve:
	Richard S. Darlington, Jr – Charlotte Central
	Robert T. Hicks – Kernersville
	We are sorry for your loss!

	Welcome New Members
	North Charlotte
	West Iredell
	Have a Story?
	The newsletter editor has a new email address.
	Please send your story with pictures attached to lions31inewsletter@gmail.com, by the 20th of each month.
	The winners for the Christmas in July are:
	Linwood, Rockwell, West Iredell, North Charlotte and Hickory Grove.
	The August winners are Linwood and Mooresville.
	Christmas in September starts September 1st.
	Thanks to everyone who participated.


	District Governor Club Visits
	September
	Lions Clubs International District 31-I Sandy Fraser-Thomas District Governor 2026-2027
	“I want my whole team to succeed, not just me, all of us.”
	July 1st, 2026 Dear Club President and Secretary,
	RE: CLUB POINTS CONTEST:
	We hope this message reaches you and your family in the best of health!
	This new Lionistic year we are including a club contest based on service reporting on the Lions Portal. It requires that you submit a list of your service activities to the District Club Contest Chair Lisa Cleaver, email: lisaccleaver@gmail.com or Co- Chair Sharon Snellings, email: scsnellings@gmail.com.
	This program is designed to encourage clubs to be actively involved in reaching  our District goals for reporting service hours. Points will be assigned based on your monthly or quarterly submissions. Your club points must align with the Lions Portal service information. The contest starts July 1st, 2026, thru June 30th , 2027. A copy of the contest rules is attached to this letter.
	At the end of the Lionistic year, the club points will be tallied, and the top two clubs will be rewarded. As District Governor, I will be emphasizing my theme of approaching our projects and service activities with an attitude of “Think Service- Think Positive” for 2026-2027.
	Thank you for your participation and I look forward to recognizing the wonderful service activities in our District.
	Sandy Lion Sandy Fraser-Thomas  District Governor  2026-2027 District 31-I 980-892-2439
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	CLUB POINTS CONTEST:
	Taco
	Last month we had our District 31I Brighter Visions Kickoff, and the district really started our fundraising campaign strongly by raising $56,301.00. We are now over one-third of the way
	to our goal of $140,000.00.
	There are so many hard-working clubs in our district that do so much for Brighter Visions.
	Let’s not stop at $140,000.00; let’s raise more. Remember, the more we raise, the more we can do for our vision-impaired community.
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	SEPTEMBER is Sports Eye Safety Month.
	DISTRICT 31-I SIGHT & HEARING CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
	Important Dates and Announcements
	District 31-I 2nd Cabinet Meeting on October 24th at the Lions Services, 4600 North Tryon Street, Charlotte. All Lions are encouraged to attend.
	Registration with meal plans is on the form below
	District Governor Sandy has Anniversary Chevrons for many clubs for their members' years of service. If she does not get to present them during her club visits, please attend the 2nd Cabinet meeting so they can be presented.
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