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Member News 

In Loving Memory 
Of Lions who have passed this past month: 

Arthur Gray — Davis Townsend 

Judy Mitchell — North Davidson  

Robert Cagle — Pilot 

Fred Plummer — Pilot 

Robert Park Sr — Salisbury 

Wayne McBride — Taylorsville 

Glenda Gandy — Thomasville 

NEW MEMBERS!!!! 

Delores Heck — Bethlehem 

Lekeesha Campbell — Mint Hill 

Paula Harrison — Mocksville 

David Laws — Pilot 

Estelle Pendergrass — Pilot 

Eric Hoover — Thomasville 

Gary Piner — Thomasville  

"Never doubt that a small group of thought-
ful, committed citizens can change the world; 
indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” 
     -Margaret Mead 
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So far, all clubs are opened as the pandemic continues to rise.  We can only hope that the virus 

has reached its peak!  Many clubs have started to work on projects to raise money for their upcoming 

district goals.  We all need to have a complete year to get our clubs healthy once again. 

 

Once again LCIF has sent grant money to help Haiti as they we're hit by a devastating earth-

quake.  Over 200 lives lost, and many lost their homes and have little food left.  We need to continue 

supporting our foundation as Lions are always on the scene when help is needed. 

 

There are many lions that would like to move on up in the organization as president or Zone 

chairman or other officers but would like other training so they would know exactly what they need to 

do.  There is now a program that will be at Camp Dogwood September 24-26 called RLLI or Regional 

Lions Leadership Institute.  Those who might be interested need to get application form and send to 

George Culp at Concord Lions P.O. Box 1184 Concord, N.C. 28026-1184. The instructors are Past Inter-

national Directors Gwen White and PDG Harvey Whitley.  The cost for each participant is $25.00 for 

rooms, and all meals. What a terrific way to get training from the best. 

 

Campaign 100 is well on its way.  Around 2 Hundred 15 Million has been raise , 300 Million is 

the goal.  There are so many people around the world that need help.  Campaign 100 will help world 

hunger, our environment, and many other goals like childhood cancer and childhood diabetes.  We Lions 

are the foundation and together we can make a powerful impact.  That is why our motto is We Serve. 

 

Fall convention is November 5-6, Fun night on Friday 5th. Location is the Village Inn Hotel in 

Clemmons N.C.  We need for each club to select a unsung hero from their club for the Saturday 

lunch.  There will be no dinner that night.  You need to select a person that works on all your projects is 

not President but can always be counted on.  They will be recognized at the luncheon.  Please send infor-

mation with picture of this deserving lion to First Vice District Governor Bill Mathers.  See address in 

your District Governor directory.   Let’s have a huge convention that will not be so long. 

 

Remember, Each Person Counts, Why Not Share Lionism? 

District Governor — H. Wayne Kennerly 

Peace Poster 
 This past year due to the Covid pandemic, participation in the Peace Poster Contest was 

incredibly challenging.  I would like to encourage each club to participate in this years Peace 

Poster Contest.   

 This year’s theme for the Annual Peace Poster contest is We Are All Connected. The 

kits are available for purchase from Lions International until October 1. Your club should pur-

chase a kit for each contest you sponsor. The contest is opened to children ages 11-13, in local 

schools or organized, sponsored youth groups, such as Scouts and Boys & Girls Clubs.  Club 

poster winners must be postmarked and sent to the District Governor by November 15.  A ma-

jor benefit of the contest is the positive publicity that is generated for clubs and dis-

tricts.  Please let me know if I can be of any assistance to your clubs. 

District Peace Poster Chair - Lion Dianne Culp dhculp@windstream.net  704-792-5394  

mailto:dhculp@windstream.net
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1st Vice District Governor — Bill Mathers 

On Friday, November 5th and Saturday, November 6th, Lions of District-I will have the 

largest District Convention in many, many years.  The Convention will be held at the Village 

Inn Convention Center in Clemmons, NC.    

Why will it be the largest?  There are many reasons. First, the Convention will be our 

first live convention in 2 years.  As you all know, Covid forced us to have a zoom convention in 

2020.  It is about time we all come together and renew our old friendships across our Dis-

trict.  Secondly, it will be a special convention since we will be honoring our Unsung Hero Lions 

from your club and all clubs across our District.  I would hope you would consider attending the 

Saturday Luncheon to support and honor your own club member and other Heroes from across 

our District.   

Third, there have been many new innovations in eye research and aids for VIP’s. As a 

Lion you owe it to educate yourself about what Lions can now do to help your local VIPs.  You 

will hear about and visit our new Vision Van available to clubs to give children eye exams at 

schools and churches. You will hear about the E-Sight Program. You will hear about the “We 

Walk” programs now available to VIPs.  Also, there is an eye exam program available through 

VSP Insurance that allows Lions to give out free eye exams.  You and your club need to learn 

about it. These are just to name a few.  The fourth reason to attend is to hear Lion Harvey 

Whitley as our featured Keynote Speaker at the Convention.  Most of you know Harvey, but for 

those who do not, Harvey is a former Lions International Director.  He is still very active at the 

International Level and currently serves on the Board of the Lions USA/Canada Forum.  The 

Forum this year is in Des Moines, Iowa and is going on probably as you read this in early Sep-

tember.  For those of you who like to travel, next year’s Forum will be in early September of 

2022 in Calgary, Alberta Canada.  

Another reason to attending this year’s District Convention is this.  I can promise you it 

will be “FUN, FUN, FUN”. Friday night will be “FUN” night.  We would like you all to come 

dressed as your favorite SuperHero.  Just so you know, my wife Lion Susan and I will be 

dressed as “Mr. and Mrs. Incredible” the cartoon superheroes.  She thinks I look the 

part.   There will games on Friday night especially if you are good at Trivia.  Watch your fellow 

Lions be embarrassed as we play former TV game shows.  Saturday of course will be filled with 

more excitement with the Auction in the morning.  The trade show and Brighter Visions bou-

tique will be open for your enjoyment. Following that, the highlight will be the Luncheon honor-

ing our Heroes.  If that is not enough, the afternoon we will be holding our District Meeting.   

Lastly, and all the while you are there, my club, The Mint Hill Lions Club will be your 

host as you gather in the hospitality suite.  My wife Lion Susan has indicated there maybe 

some surprises there as well. 

How can you pass this up… Friends, Fun, and Lions Programs.  The biggest District 

Convention in years… The form to sign up is here in this newsletter 

See you at Convention, 

 

Sincerely 

Bill Mathers, 1st VDG and Convention Chair for 2021 
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2nd Vice District Governor — Kathy Poirier 
  

 It is hard to believe that two months have passed since our Lions year began.  During this time, I have vis-

ited some clubs in our District as part of my journey towards being District Governor.  The clubs that I’ve visited 

have been so welcoming.  It is good to see that our District is starting to move forward after such difficult times 

these past several months.  Some clubs are not meeting in person because of our current circumstances but that’s 

all right.  We all have to do what is comfortable and safe for our members. 

 Last year when I was a Zone Chair, our first meeting focused on Service.  Since International President 

Douglas X. Alexander’s theme is Service from the Heart, let’s take a few moments to think about what we as Lions 

do and where we are going with our service for our communities. 

 Do you realize that as Lions, everything you strive to accomplish as you serve your community is part of a 

global service journey?  You may think that what your club is doing is small and only important to those you are 

helping locally.  However, what you are doing may be of significance to other Lions Clubs around the 

world.  Please take a moment and think about where your focus lies serving those in need.  Is your service project 

related to one of Lions Clubs International’s five global causes?  Do you know what those five causes are? 

 For over 100 years, people have associated the Lions with preventing avoidable blindness and helping 

those who are blind or visually impaired have a better quality of life.  This is quite true; so Vision is a global 

cause.  As other challenges have impacted people around the world, we as Lions are now focusing on other are-

as.  These challenges are Diabetes (for people diagnosed with this disease, we work reducing the prevalence of the 

disease and improving quality of life), Hunger (helping people have access to healthy foods), Environment 

(improving the well-being of our communities through protecting and restoring the environment), and Childhood 

Cancer (helping those diagnosed with this disease survive). 

 Many of you may already be focusing on these global causes for your service projects.  If not and you’re 

looking for something new to engage your members and/or invite non-members to help your club serve, think about 

these challenges and see if there is a new opportunity to help those in need in your community.   

 Remember, whatever your club is doing for service projects, be sure to report your service activities 

through MyLion.  Reporting service promotes your club as being a healthy club, demonstrates how you’re making 

a difference in your community, shows global engagement and impact to prospective partners of LCI and potential-

ly may become the next global initiative for Lions everywhere.  Thank you for continuing to follow the Lions motto, 

We Serve!  

 The 2021 NC Lions VIP Fishing Tournament, 

scheduled for this fall, has been cancelled due to public 

health concerns related to the coronavirus. The tourna-

ment's governing board made the difficult decision in 

the interest of protecting its vulnerable participants 

and volunteers.  

 If you have already submitted for application 

and paid for your registration, you will receive a re-

fund. The decision was not made easily or lightly. After 

consultation with officials at the Dare County Health 

Department, along with social service workers, group 

leaders from across North Carolina, and statewide Li-

ons, tournament organizers expressed concern that the 

safety of our participants and volunteers could not be 

guaranteed due to the large number of people who typi-

cally attend the event.  

 The tournament was scheduled for Oct. 18-20. 

“To host an event of this magnitude takes months of 

planning, preparation, and fund raising,” said Gwen 

White, executive director. “While we are deeply disap-

pointed with the decision to cancel the event for a sec-

ond year in a row, we must keep the health of everyone 

involved foremost in our concerns.” Billed as the 

world’s largest fishing tournament for the blind and 

visually impaired, the event typically attracts more 

than 900 from across North Carolina, along with visu-

ally impaired participants from seven other states and 

Canada.  

VIP Fishing Tournament Cancelled 
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CONVENTION NEWS 
UNSUNG HEROS 

 At the District-I Convention on Nov 5th and 6th, we will be honoring one member of each club at the 

luncheon banquet. We need each club to nominate your “Unsung Hero” for this honor. We are looking for someone 

in your club that has always been great at helping your club, but does not necessarily get the normal recognition, 

or even seek the normal recognition for their accomplishments. We are asking each club to pick their own nominee. 

These Unsung Heros will be honored with an award.  

 So that we may honor your club nominee, each club to send in a JPEG photo of the nominee along with the 

nomination form (on next page). Due to time restraints, we can only accept 1 nomination per club. 

The form is due October 1st so we have time to prepare our presentation.  

 I have one more request: I ask that at least 1 of your club officers be present to present 

the award to your nominee at the luncheon.  

 Please send all nominee information to me by email at billmathers13@yahoo.com. 

Thank you! -Bill Mathers, Convention Chair and 1st Vice District Governor 

Another highlight of the District 

Convention will be the Zone Bas-

ket raffle. Each of the seven zone 

chairs are preparing a “basket” 

with a value of at least $100.  

Tickets are $5 each or five for 

$20. After you purchase, you dis-

tribute your tickets as to which 

baskets you want to be eligible to 

win. Winning tickets will be 

drawn during the cabinet meet-

ing Saturday afternoon. 

Clubs are reminded to bring auction items for 

Saturday morning of the Fall District Conven-

tion November 6 at the Village Inn in Clem-

mons. 

Popular items include gift baskets, garden and 

tool items, regional items, etc. Selling value 

should be at least $25. Please bring all items 

by 8 am on Saturday, marked with name of 

donating club. 

Proceeds from the auction will go to Brighter 

Visions and each club will get Brighter Visions 

credit for the selling price of their items. 

 Calling all Super Heroes for Friday Fun Night on November 5 at the District 31-I Fall Convention. 

 The Convention Committee invites you all to represent your favorite Super Hero for Fun and Games that 

night. The District is honoring our Clubs' UnSung Heroes at the convention and what better way to kick off the 

celebration than with Super Heroes – It can be comic book, cartoon, TV characters or even our Hometown Heroes – 

law enforcement, first responders, medical personnel. 

 And beware the Tail Twisters – their antics are sure to be outstanding as usual. Plan on some audience 

participation to keep the party moving. It will definitely be Fun and “Games” all night. 
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Calendar 

Guess Who Is Coming to Camp 

Dogwood?  
 

Hello Lions of District 31-I. I trust your clubs are active-

ly meeting and busy providing service to those in your 

communities. We have completed our first quarter of the 

Lions’ year. Club leaders may want to take their pulse to 

determine how the past three months faired. Is your 

club active? Are you recruiting and adding new mem-

bers? What about your service activities? 

Lions of our district as well as the remainder of the state 

have a unique opportunity to hone their leadership 

skills and prepare for their future endeavors as a Lion 

Leader. Coming in September, NC Lions can apply for 

the Reginal Lions Leadership Institute (RLLI). The 

leadership event has been made possible by a Lions In-

ternational Leadership Grant.   

What is the purpose of RLLI? 

The Regional Lions Leadership Institute (RLLI) will 

prepare Lions for leadership positions at all levels. The 

suggested audience are members ready to pursue lead-

ership roles within their Lions communities. Club lead-

ers would benefit from attending and familiarizing 

themselves with leadership skills and a deeper under-

standing of how to better serve clubs.  

Why should our State conduct this insti-

tute? 

We all know that our membership is at an all-time 

low.  To help with membership we need to ensure that 

Lions that would like to move into leadership roles, are 

prepared to help us serve and continue to grow our 

membership! 

Who should attend? 

Any Lion or District leadership with a desire to continue 

developing as a Lion to move into roles such as District 

Governor. 
 

Lions who attend will spend three days at Camp Dog-

wood where they will participate in leadership courses 

including Lions Fundamentals, Goal Setting, Personal 

Mission Statements, Member Motivation, Public Speak-

ing, Diversity, Working in Teams, and Leadership Re-

sponsibilities and Expectations. 

Class attendance is limited to twenty-five so contact DG 

Wayne Kennerly if you are interested in attending. A 

waiting list is being maintained should vacancies be 

available. The event is scheduled for September 24-

26.Guess who is coming? I hope it is our District Lions 

who want to be leaders! 

Contact me if you need more information.  

 PDG George Culp GLT District 31-

I liongeorgeculp@gmail.com 704 906 8568 

All Day Nov 5 

and 6 

District Convention 

“Unsung Heros” 

Village Inn  

Service in the Time of Corona 
 Business as usual for the Lions Clubs and every other organization and household came to a jarring halt in March of 

2020. Almost everything in our clubs has had to find a new way of operation. It is hard enough to figure out how to do fundrais-

ing, but how do we touch the lives of those we serve and keep them and ourselves safe? Several clubs have held events such as 

food drives with low physical contact – parking a truck or trailer in high-traffic areas with one or two attendants. Then goods 

can be placed into the truck by those donating. This can also work for a clothes drive or collections of toiletries or household 

goods. Family Resource Centers or church projects can surely use the additional donations. The isolation of the elderly and our 

Visually Impaired Persons is at an all time high. Mailing cards or making phone calls can go a long way to helping them feel 

connected and not neglected. 

 Many are using delivery systems for restaurants and grocery stores. Offering to make a pick up and deliver to their 

front door can be done with limited physical contact and would mean the world to those on limited income or with even more 

limited  transportation options. Providing packaged snacks to a fire department, police station, or breakroom at a hospital 

would certainly be appreciated by our first responders. Send me your club's success stories and I will share in future district 

newsletters. How have you conquered the obstacles? 

Stay safe. Remember your neighbors. Theresa Matthews, 31-I Global Service Team Leader 

mailto:liongeorgeculp@gmail.com
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Please review and confirm 

your District Governor's 

Visit date works for your 

club, If the date is not on 

your normal meeting day 

please let Elizabeth Steele 

know ASAP at  

lrsteele@hughes.net or 

text at 704-798-3471. 

 

Yours in Lionsim, 

Elizabeth Steele 

Assistant to  

H. Wayne Kennerly 
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2021-2022 District Governor Visits 
To be Rescheduled WS. Twin City Host 

9/7/21 Yadkinville 

9/14/21 Mt. Airy 

To be Rescheduled Mocksville 

9/20/21 Fairgrove 

9/21/21 Lake Norman 

9/27/21 Mooresville 

To be Rescheduled Troutman 

10/4/21 Elkin 

10/7/21 Denton 

10/12/21 Kernesville 

10/14/21 Linwood 

10/18/21 Sparta 

10/26/21 South Iredell 

10/28/21 Thomasville 

11/2/21 Wallburg 

11/4/21 Midway 

11/8/21 Pilot 

11/9/21 Dobson 

11/15/21 Davis-Townsend 

11/18/21 Lexington Downtown 

11/22/21 West Lexington 

1/3/22 Cleveland 

1/4/22 Concord 

1/11/22 Hasty 

1/11/22 Odell 

1/13/22 Mt. Pleasant 

1/17/22 WS Konnoak Hills 

1/18/22 Rockwell 

1/25/22 North Davidson (County) 

1/28/22 Charlotte Central 

2/1/22 Harrisburg 

2/2/22 North Charlotte 

2/7/22 Davidson 

2/8/22 Mint Hill 

2/14/22 Charlotte Southern 

2/21/22 Hickory Grove 

2/28/22 Derita 

 

Directory  

Corrections: 
Joe Poirier - pg. 59 - his email is 

incomplete.  It should read 

as follows:  

pdgjoe23a@sbcglobal.net 

  

Kathy Poirier - pg. 11 & pg. 51 - 

email should be  

lionkathypoirier@gmail.com 

pg. 12 - first name is spelled incor-

rectly (a "c" instead of a "k" for her 

first name) 

 

David Smoot -  correct phone 

number is 336-991-8731 

 

**Please send any further 

corrections to Liz Steele and  

Dianna Wald** 

mailto:lrsteele@hughes.net
mailto:pdgjoe23a@sbcglobal.net
mailto:lionkathypoirier@gmail.com
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CLUB NEWS 
On behalf of Lion Susan Mathers, 

wife of 1st Vice DG Bill Mathers, 

And the Mint Hill  Lions Club 

You are invited to the Hospitality Room of the District 31-I Convention 

on Friday, November 5, and Saturday, November 6 

Friday, November 5: 3 pm to 6 pm 

Saturday, November 6: Light refreshments all day except during Luncheon. 

 4:30 pm – After the cabinet meeting join us for socializing with old and new friends for the evening. 

The fellowship of Lions has been sorely missed over the last two years. We all hope that our Fall Convention will 

give us time to refresh and renew our friendships. 

Davis-Townsend Lions 

Club will host 

Chicken BBQ Fundraiser on  

Sat., September 18 from 11am to 4pm  

Take-Out only; $10 ticket 

Chickens to be picked up at  

Holly Grove Lutheran Church 

For tickets or questions,  

contact Glenda Everhart  

336-242-7617 

Denton Lions Club 

Will host their Annual Shrimp Boil on 

Sat., September 25 from 5-8pm 

Plates are $20 and Take Out only 

Includes:  

1lb of hot boiled shrimp, kielbasa,  

coleslaw, baked potato,  

and homemade dessert 

Please contact Kirby or Theresa  

at 336.859.5344 

Cleveland Lions Club 

Joe Hall Memorial Scholarship Breakfast  

Saturday, September 4 from 7-10am 

Saturday, September 4 

Your contribution will be greatly appreciated 

Serving: Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, Country Ham, 

Grits, Biscuit Gravy, Homemade Biscuits,  

Tea, Coffee, Orange Juice 
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International Association of  
Lions Clubs 

 
Lion H. Wayne Kennerly 

District Governor, 31-I North Carolina 
435 Pepperstone Drive 

Salisbury, NC 28146 

District 31-I Newsletter is published monthly. 

 DEADLINE for inclusion of articles is the 20th of each 

month if by email. Cost of producing and distributing this publica-

tion is paid from member dues received. 

 Newsletters sent by email are available on the day of publi-

cation. USPS mailings are received a week after publication and cost 

a minimum of $.50 to mail; and depending on the number of pages in 

each edition, could cost $.71 to $.92 cents per issue to mail. 

 All articles, announcements, etc. for inclusion in the District 

31-I Newsletter should be sent to: 

 Lion Dianna Wald 

 PO Box 1260 

 Denton, NC 27239      or diannamwald@gmail.com.  

 Please send all submissions as a Word Document and pic-

tures in a separate .jpg file. Mail to arrive by the 20th of the month. 

 Address corrections or additions for USPS or email should 

be sent to  

 Lion Susan Mathers 

 6700 Pine Lake Lane, 

 Mint Hill, NC  28227 or susancmathers@gmail.com. 

mailto:susancmathers@gmail.com

